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application for public assistance; requirements 

 

Purpose  

 

Permits a public assistance applicant to sign the application electronically.  

 

Background  

 

Statute defines assistance as payments in cash or kind to or on behalf of a person or 

persons in need (A.R.S. § 46-101).  

 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 46-201, applications for any form of assistance must be in writing or 

reduced to writing forms prescribed by the Department of Economic Security (DES) and are 

verified by oath of the applicant and bear the applicant’s witnessed signature. DES already 

accepts electronic signatures for certain programs, such as: 1) the Health-e-Arizona Plus system; 

2) the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, also known as food stamps); 3) Cash 

Assistance; and 4) Medical Assistance.  

 

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation.  

 

Provisions 

 

1. Permits public assistance applicants to sign the application electronically.  

 

2. Replaces application oath verification with a statement subscribed by the applicant certifying 

that the contents of the application are true under penalty of perjury.  

 

3. Makes technical and conforming changes. 

 

4. Becomes effective on the general effective date.   
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